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period at which your military inquiries commence;
they will require no less serious reflection, and
must occupy the thoughts of those who are to
direct, as well as of those who are to execute, the
operations of the war. For myself, I ought to
apologise for the freedom of these opinions, but
the desultory manner in which they are stated
will acquit me of all premeditated intention to
give offence, and time does not admit of any
amendment.

J. WEBBE."

When General Harris had read this paper, he
came from the council-room to ray apartment, and
desired me to prepare a postscript to add to his
despatch to Lord Mornington, that this fearful
document might not go without some qualification
to the Governor-General. The following was
accordingly added to his letter.

"P.S. I also send a memorandum which I
have just received from Mr. Webbe, in conse-
quence of my request that he would state his
sentiments in writing upon the possible event of a
war with the Sultaun, in consequence of the Mau-
ritius proclamation, and upon the practicability
of striking a sudden blow against him before he
could receive any foreign aid. From the hurried
perusal which I have made of it, I observe that
he has taken a partial view of a question of too
great magnitude to be decided by our present